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Where and How We 

Grow are Key



DONôT  grow in important 

natural areas in the watershed.

When more that 40% of a watershed is covered in 

pavement, the costs of making water fit to drink with a 

water treatment system increases by a factor of 5.



Without realizing the consequences, 

we have been covering over 

watersheds at a rapid rate!



Development 

Patterns in the 

San Francisco 

Bay region 

~1850
Green = Wetlands

Red  = Urban Area



Development 

Patterns in the 

San Francisco 

Bay region 

~1900
Green = Wetlands

Red  = Urban Area



Development 

Patterns in the 

San Francisco 

Bay region 

~1950
Green = Wetlands

Red  = Urban Area



Development 

Patterns in the 

San Francisco 

Bay region 

~1990
Green = Wetlands

Red  = Urban Area



According to the US EPA, 

sprawl is one of the greatest 

threats to our water resources.  



We need to grow in ways 

that pave less land.  

To reduce flood risks, ensure clean 

and reliable water supplies, and 

comply with permits and regulations:



How We Should Grow

Growing in the form 

of compact walkable 

communities takes up 

less land, reduces the 

amount of impervious 

surfaces.



Downtown instead of a mall:



Narrow streets instead of wide ones:



Mixed use instead of single use:



Walking & transit instead of car:



Sprawling large lot residential versus 

townhouses or small lot houses:



Getting Water-wise

on a Site Level



Daylight creeks and restore wetlandsé



Direct runoff from pavement and 

buildings to permeable surfaces.  



Use Permeable Materials for Paving


